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Abstract

E156 micro-paper format, Summary Findings A disparity in the burden-versus-investment landscape in
African health research reveals a systematic health research gap. Cross-sectional audits registered on
ClinicalTrials.gov through the month of April 2026 evaluated 23,873 African and 190,644 audited interna-
tional trials. Whereas the USA registered 36 relevant trials, Africa registered 0, revealing a striking
36-fold gap in research volume.

Additionally, a Shannon entropy of 2.46 bits indicated that the trial distribution was highly concentrated
rather than being evenly distributed, signifying structural imbalance. These results highlight a key imbal-
ance between the geographical burden of zoonotic diseases and the allocation of research investment.
Absence of Sub-national data and exclusion of observational studies limit the interpretation of the find-
ings, which may further underestimate existing research activity.

Several studies in sub-Saharan Africa revealed challenges experienced in carrying out the studies, among
others, insufficient funding, because preference was given to pandemic rather than endemic zoonotic dis-
eases, among other challenges.(Eshun et al., 2024)

Interactive dashboard figures

The figures in this section are rendered directly from this paper's interactive dashboard — the same visu-
alisations a reader sees when exploring the analysis online, where the full workflow can be reproduced
first-hand. Interactive dashboard: https://mahmood726-cyber.github.io/africa-e156-students/
health-disease/dashboards/one-health-zoonotic.html
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Figure 1. One Health & Zoonotic Interface by Country Rendered directly from the article's live interactive dashboard.
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Figure 2. Contribution Breakdown Rendered directly from the article's live interactive dashboard.
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Figure 3. Enrollment Distribution Rendered directly from the article's live interactive dashboard.
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Figure 4. Research Profile Rendered directly from the article's live interactive dashboard.
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Figure 5. Phase Distribution Rendered directly from the article's live interactive dashboard.
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Reproducibility & data provenance. The figures in this article are rendered directly from the paper's live interactive dashboard at
https://mahmood726-cyber.github.io/africa-e156-students/health-disease/dashboards/one-health-zoonotic.html, where the complete analysis —
data, methods and every estimate — can be explored and reproduced. This open path from published figure back to the underlying analysis is
part of how the journal works. The article's text, authors, abstract, issue and licence follow the journal's published record.
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