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Abstract

Clinical trials in Africa rarely report formal community-engagement structures, raising questions about
the extent to which research is locally driven. This analysis reviewed 23,873 African interventional trial
using ClinicalTrial.gov text field to identify explicit participatory approaches throughout March 2026.
Only 203 African trials (0.9%) reported formal community advisory structures, compared to 1,960 (1.0%)
in the United States 1.

Despite this low proportion, engagement trials demonstrated better completion and longer follow-up
than non-engagement trials, suggesting community engagement methods improve research sustainabili-
ty. Community advisory boards were most common in HIV research programs, with 1,793 out of 8,496
global HIV trials (21.1%) conducted in Africa, reflecting PEPFAR-supported engagement requirements 2.
These findings suggest promising approaches to ethical clinical research emerging and focus on the actu-
al health needs of the community 3.

Although the findings may not capture the full picture as the keyword method may underestimate infor-
mal community engagement, the findings support a shift toward collaborative, community-driven re-
search.

Interactive dashboard figures

The figures in this section are rendered directly from this paper's interactive dashboard — the same visu-
alisations a reader sees when exploring the analysis online, where the full workflow can be reproduced
first-hand. Interactive dashboard: https://mahmood726-cyber.github.io/africa-e156-students/
governance-justice/dashboards/community-engagement-depth.html
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Figure 1. Community Engagement Depth by Country Rendered directly from the article's live interactive dashboard.

Figure 2. Contribution Breakdown Rendered directly from the article's live interactive dashboard.

Page 2 of 5



Community advisory structure in African clinical trials Synthēsis

© 2026 · CC BY 4.0 Synthēsis · synthesis-medicine.org

Figure 3. Enrollment Distribution Rendered directly from the article's live interactive dashboard.

Figure 4. Research Profile Rendered directly from the article's live interactive dashboard.

Figure 5. Regional Comparison Rendered directly from the article's live interactive dashboard.
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Figure 6. Growth 2010-2026 Rendered directly from the article's live interactive dashboard.

Figure 7. Phase Distribution Rendered directly from the article's live interactive dashboard.
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Reproducibility & data provenance. The figures in this article are rendered directly from the paper's live interactive dashboard at
https://mahmood726-cyber.github.io/africa-e156-students/governance-justice/dashboards/community-engagement-depth.html, where the
complete analysis — data, methods and every estimate — can be explored and reproduced. This open path from published figure back to the
underlying analysis is part of how the journal works. The article's text, authors, abstract, issue and licence follow the journal's published record.
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